Board of Supervisors Statement of Proceedings for 5/9/2007

Wednesday, May 9, 2007

STATEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS FOR THE SPECIAL MEETING
OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
REGARDING THE 2007-08 PROPOSED BUDGET
HELD IN ROOM 381B OF THE KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION
500 WEST TEMPLE STREET, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012
9:30 AM

Present: Supervisor Gloria Molina, Supervisor Yvonne B. Burke and Chairman
Zev Yaroslavsky

Absent:  Supervisor Don Knabe and Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich

Budget Hearing

Video Transcript Link for Entire Meeting (04-1867)

Video Transcript 1

Video Transcript 2

1. Public Hearing on the 2007-08 Proposed Budget (Morning Session). (07-1138)
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THE BOARD RECEIVED AND FILED AND TOOK UNDER ADVISEMENT
REQUESTS AND STATEMENTS MADE DURING THE MORNING SESSION OF
THE PUBLIC HEARING RELATING TO THE 2007-08 PROPOSED COUNTY
BUDGET AS FOLLOWS (SUPERVISORS KNABE AND ANTONOVICH BEING
ABSENT):

1. STATEMENT OF BRUCE SALTZER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ASSOCIATION
OF COMMUNITY HUMAN SERVICES AGENCIES (ACHSA), REQUESTING
INCREASED FUNDING FOR THE PROBATION DEPARTMENT'S SUITABLE
PLACEMENT PROGRAM STAFFING AND RESOURCE NEEDS.

2. STATEMENT OF CHARLES RICH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, DAVID AND
MARGARET YOUTH AND FAMILY SERVICES AND CHAIR OF THE
ASSOCIATION OF COMMUNITY HUMAN SERVICES AGENCIES
PROBATION COMMITTEE, REQUESTING FUNDING FOR THE PROBATION
DEPARTMENT'S SUITABLE PLACEMENT PROGRAM TO ADDRESS
VARIOUS ISSUES SERVICE PROVIDERS FACE IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS,
AS FURTHER DETAILED IN HIS WRITTEN TESTIMONY DATED MAY 9, 2007:
--  LACK OF TIMELY SUBMISSIONS OF CASE PLANS FOR YOUTH;

--  TRANSITIONAL INDEPENDENT LIVING PLANS;

--  HOME VISIT INSPECTIONS TO BEGIN REINTEGRATION OF YOUTH
TO THEIR HOMES AND COMMUNITIES; AND

--  FINALIZATION OF PROCEDURES AND POLICIES FOR DISTRIBUTION
TO PROBATION STAFF.

3. STATEMENT OF MR. JAMEEL ALI, AN EMPLOYEE OF HARBOR/UCLA
MEDICAL CENTER AND MEMBER OF SEIU LOCAL 721, REQUESTING
INCREASED FUNDING FOR RESPIRATORY THERAPY POSITIONS WITHIN
THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES, TO REDUCE STAFFING
SHORTAGES AND THEREBY ENHANCE PATIENT CARE.

4. STATEMENT OF PAUL SCHMIDT, AN EMPLOYEE OF LAC+USC MEDICAL
CENTER WOMEN'S HOSPITAL AND MEMBER OF SEIU LOCAL 721,
REQUESTING AN INCREASED ALLOCATION FOR RESPIRATORY CARE
NURSES TO THIRD LEVEL CLASSIFICATIONS TO ATTRACT EXPERIENCED
AND TALENTED RESPIRATORY THERAPISTS FROM SCHOOLS AND
CONTENDING HOSPITALS.

5. STATEMENT OF DEBORAH MYLES, AN EMPLOYEE OF LAC+USC MEDICAL
CENTER AND A MEMBER OF SEIU LOCAL 721, REQUESTING AN
ALLOCATION OF ADDITIONAL FUNDS FOR RESPIRATORY CARE
POSITIONS AND SALARIES.

6. STATEMENT OF NATALIE AMBROSE, REPRESENTING THE AREA AGENCY
ON AGING COUNCIL, REQUESTING FUNDS FOR COMMUNITY AND SENIOR
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SERVICES TO DEVELOP STAFF THAT CAN PROVIDE LEADERSHIP AND
TECHNICAL SUPPORT TO AGENCIES AND LOCAL GROUPS WHO PROVIDE
SERVICES TO SENIORS, AS FURTHER DETAILED IN HER WRITTEN
TESTIMONY DATED MAY 9, 2007.

7. STATEMENT OF JOSH RUTKOFF, A MEMBER OF SEIU LOCAL 721,
REGARDING THE ALLOCATION OF POSITIONS, RECLASSIFICATIONS AND
ALLOCATING FUNDS FOR RESPIRATORY CARE PRACTITIONER
POSITIONS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES.

8. STATEMENT OF MARVIN SCHACHTER, REPRESENTING THE ADVISORY
COUNCIL TO THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY AREA AGENCY ON AGING AND
AARP, REQUESTING FUNDING FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY
AND SENIOR SERVICES, TO SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS AND
ACTIVITIES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY FOR SENIORS, AS FURTHER
DETAILED IN THE WRITTEN TESTIMONY DATED MAY 9, 2007:

--  HOME DELIVERED MEALS PROGRAM
--  TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM
--  STAFF SUPPORT

9. STATEMENT OF BOB ERLENBUSCH, REPRESENTING THE LOS ANGELES
COALITION TO END HUNGER AND HOMELESSNESS, REQUESTING
ONGOING FUNDING TO SUPPORT THE HOMELESS PREVENTION
INITIATIVES TO CONTINUE TO END AND PREVENT HOMELESSNESS
IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY.

10. STATEMENT OF RACHEL FELDSTEIN, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF NEW
DIRECTIONS, REQUESTING ONGOING HOMELESS PREVENTION MONEY
AND THE NEED FOR CONSISTENT OPERATING RESOURCES TO PROVIDE
TRAUMA SERVICE AND SUPPORT TO ALL VETERANS.

11. STATEMENT OF DENISE MICHELLE-TORRES, A RECIPIENT OF SERVICES
PROVIDED BY THE TARZANA TREATMENT CENTER, REQUESTING
CONTINUED FINANCING TO SUPPORT THE SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE
CENTER FOR HOMELESS VETERANS.

12. STATEMENT OF SUSAN BURTON, A REPRESENTATIVE OF A NEW WAY OF
LIFE AND, BOARD MEMBER OF THE COALITION TO END HUNGER
SERVICE PROVIDER IN THE SERVICE PLANNING AREA 6, REQUESTING
CONTINUED FUNDING TO PROVIDE HOMELESS OUTREACH AND
SERVICES TO WOMEN AND THEIR CHILDREN TRANSITIONING FROM
JAILS AND FOSTER CARE.

13. STATEMENT OF RUTH MAYFIELD, A REPRESENTATIVE OF A NEW WAY OF
LIFE REGARDING THE NEED FOR FUNDING TO ALLOW HOMELESS
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PERSONS IMPROVED ACCESS TO VARIOUS SERVICES.

14. STATEMENT OF SUSIE SHANNON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF POVERTY
MATTERS, REQUESTING FUNDS TO ALLOCATE SERVICES TO THE
HOMELESS POPULATION ON SKID ROW.

15. STATEMENT OF GILBERT SALDATE, A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS OF LOS ANGELES TO END HOMELESSNESS AND
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE TRI-CITY MENTAL HEALTH, AND MEMBER OF
THE EAST SAN GABRIEL HOMELESS CONSORTIUM, REQUESTING
FUNDS BE PLACED IN THE FISCAL YEAR 2008-09 BUDGET FOR
PROVISION OF SERVICES TO THE HOMELESS.

16. STATEMENT OF CARRIE GATLIN, DIRECTOR, OF EIMAGO INC., UNION
RESCUE MISSION, REQUESTING CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE PUBLIC/
PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS WITH FUNDING.

17. STATEMENT OF WALTER L. JOHNSON, REQUESTING ADDITIONAL FUNDS
TO PREVENT THE HOMELESSNESS OF PERSONS BEING RELEASED
FROM THE COUNTY'S JAILS AND HOSPITALS.

See Final Action

Recess

The meeting recessed at 11:14 a.m. following the Public Hearing on the 2007-08
Proposed Budget (Morning Session).

The meeting reconvened and was called to order by the Chair Pro Tem at 2:40 p.m.
(07-1528)

Present: Supervisor Gloria Molina, Supervisor Yvonne B. Burke, Chairman Zev
Yaroslavsky, Supervisor Don Knabe and Supervisor Michael D.
Antonovich

Budget Hearing

Public Hearing on the 2007-08 Proposed Budget (Afternoon Session). (07-1138)
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THE BOARD RECEIVED AND FILED AND TOOK UNDER ADVISEMENT
REQUESTS AND STATEMENTS MADE DURING THE AFTERNOON SESSION OF
THE PUBLIC HEARING RELATING TO THE 2007-08 PROPOSED COUNTY
BUDGET AS FOLLOWS (ALL SUPERVISORS PRESENT):

1.

STATEMENT OF MS. MARIKO KAHN REPRESENTING THE ASIAN PACIFIC
POLICY AND PLANNING COUNCIL, MAKING VARIOUS
RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS, AS FURTHER DETAILED
IN HER WRITTEN OVERVIEW DATED MAY 2007:

--  OLDER ADULTS;

--  FAMILY PRESERVATION;

--  CULTURAL AND LINGUISTIC SERVICES AT COUNTY HEALTH CARE
FACILITIES; AND

--  MENTAL HEALTH

STATEMENT OF LAWRENCE LUE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FOR CHINA
TOWN SERVICES, REPRESENTING THE ASIAN PACIFIC POLICY AND
PLANNING COUNCIL, REQUESTING FUNDS FOR THE FOLLOWING:

--  THE ASIAN PACIFIC ISLANDER COUNTYWIDE FAMILY PRESERVATION
NETWORK;

--  REIMBURSEMENT FOR TRAVEL TIME; AND

--  THE ASIAN PACIFIC OLDER ADULTS TASK FORCE.

STATEMENT OF MELINDA BIRD, SENIOR COUNCIL OF THE AMERICAN
CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION (ACLU), REQUESTING ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR
LAW ENFORCEMENT, SPECIFICALLY FOR THE SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT,
AS FURTHER DETAILED IN HER LETTER DATED MAY 9, 2007.

--  IMPROVE INMATE TO DEPUTY STAFFING RATIO TO REDUCE VIOLENT
ASSAULTS;

--  EXPLORE THE DOWNSIZING OF THE JAIL SYSTEM THROUGH A
POPULATION MANAGEMENT STUDY CONDUCTED BY

STAKEHOLDERS IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM; AND

--  REDUCE THE CHARGES OF INMATE PHONE CALLS, AND

--  PROVISION OF DRUG TREATMENT FOR PERSONS WITH MENTAL
HEALTH ISSUES

STATEMENT OF SHERIFF LEROY D. BACA, REGARDING THE
DEPARTMENT'S PRIORITY FUNDING REQUESTS FOR FISCAL YEAR
2007-08 BUDGET TO PROVIDE FOR THE FOLLOWING, AS FURTHER
DETAILED IN HIS REPORT DATED MAY 9, 2007:

1. IMPROVED MEDICAL SERVICES WITHIN THE COUNTY JAILS

2. ADDITIONAL JAIL BEDS AT PITCHESS DETENTION CENTER

3. FUNDING FOR THE GANG EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER

4. FUNDING FOR ADDITIONAL DEPUTY COVERAGE IN THE
UNINCORPORATED COMMUNITY VIOLENT CRIME
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ENFORCEMENT - GANG TASK FORCES DURING THE
SUMMER MONTHS
SUPPORT FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL COUNSELING SERVICES
FUNDING TO LEGITIMIZE UNFUNDED OVERAGES OF POSITIONS
FUNDING FOR POSITIONS TO COVER THE UNINCORPORATED
FUNDING FOR POSITIONS FOR REGIONAL COMMUNITY POLICING
INSTITUTE
9. FUNDING FOR POSITIONS FOR COMNET (COMMUNITY-ORIENTED
MULTI-AGENCY NARCOTICS TEAM)
10. FUNDING FOR NEW RECRUIT/TRAINEE AND TRAINING COSTS
(SUPPLIES AND PERSONNEL)
11. UNFUNDED LEAVE OF ABSENCES

O N O

DURING THE TESTIMONY OF SHERIFF BACA, SUPERVISOR MOLINA
REQUESTED THE CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER TO REPORT BACK ON
THE OVERCROWDING IN THE INMATE RECEPTION CENTER, PRIOR TO
BUDGET DELIBERATIONS SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 18, 2007.

5.

STATEMENT OF STEVE COOLEY, DISTRICT ATTORNEY, REQUESTING
ADDITIONAL POSITIONS TO STAFF THE DEPARTMENT'S FIVE TOP AREAS
OF CRITICAL UNMET NEEDS, AS FURTHER DETAILED IN HIS TESTIMONY
DATED MAY 9, 2007:

-- 17 POSITIONS TO STAFF FIVE NEW COURTS;

-- 9 POSITIONS TO INVESTIGATE AND PROSECUTE PERSONAL IDENTITY
THEFT AND SYSTEM INTRUSIONS;

-- 2 CAPTAIN POSITIONS FOR THE BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIONS
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE INTO FIVE DIVISIONS;

-- 18 POSITIONS TO STAFF THE LIFER HEARINGS DIVISION

-- 7 POSITIONS TO STAFF THE JUVENILE OFFENDER INTERVENTION
NETWORK PROGRAM

ROBERT TAYLOR, CHIEF PROBATION OFFICER, ANSWERED QUESTIONS
POSED BY THE BOARD REGARDING VARIOUS ISSUES RELATED TO
THE DEPARTMENT AS FOLLOWS:

--  THE CONFISCATION OF WEAPONS FROM GANG MEMBERS

--  THE NUMBER OF OFFICERS REQUIRED TO ENFORCE PROBATION
TERMS

--  THE NEED FOR AN ADDITIONAL 10 DISARMED POSITIONS

--  INADEQUATE STAFFING RESOURCES

--  SUITABLE PLACEMENT PROGRAM ISSUES;

--  STAFF RECRUITMENT

--  OVERTIME COMPENSATION

See Final Action
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THE BOARD FOLLOWING PUBLIC TESTIMONY, ON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR
YAROSLAVSKY, THE BOARD TOOK THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS:

1. RECEIVED AND FILED AND TOOK UNDER ADVISEMENT VARIOUS
SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET REQUESTS AND COMMENTS MADE DURING
THE PUBLIC BUDGET HEARINGS WHICH COMMENCED ON MAY 9, 2007;

2. MADE A FINDING THAT A NOTICE OF PUBLIC BUDGET HEARINGS WAS
GIVEN IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 29080 OF THE GOVERNMENT
CODE, THAT SAID HEARINGS COMMENCED ON THE 9TH DAY OF
MAY 2007 PURSUANT TO SAID NOTICE AND AS REQUIRED BY
SECTION 29081 OF THE GOVERNMENT CODE;

3. CLOSED THE PUBLIC BUDGET HEARINGS FOR PURPOSES OF ORAL
TESTIMONY, FINDING THAT THERE ARE NO PERSONS WHO HAVE NOT
BEEN GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD; BUT TO ALLOW
MAXIMUM PUBLIC INPUT, PERMIT ADDITIONAL WRITTEN TESTIMONY
AND REQUESTS TO BE FILED THROUGH THE CLOSE OF BUSINESS,
FRIDAY, MAY 18, 2007; AND

4. RECONFIRMED THAT BUDGET DELIBERATIONS WILL BEGIN ON MONDAY,
JUNE 18, 2007 AT 9:30 A.M.

See Final Action

Absent: Supervisor Molina

Vote: Unanimously carried

2. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Board on issues and/or
requests related to the 2007-08 Proposed Budget.

NO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ADDRESSED THE BOARD. (07-1139)

Closing

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles, and ex officio the governing
body of all other special assessment and taxing districts, agencies and authorities for
which said Board so acts, adjourned its Special Meeting relating to the 2007-08
Proposed Budget at 5:11 p.m. The next regular meeting of the Board will be
Tuesday, May 15, 2007, at 9:30 a.m. (07-1527)
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The foregoing is a fair statement of the proceedings of the Special Meeting relating to the
2007-08 Proposed Budget held on Wednesday, May 9, 2007 by the Board of Supervisors of
the County of Los Angeles and ex officio the governing body of all other special assessment
and taxing districts, agencies and authorities for which said Board so acts.

Sachi A. Hamai, Executive Officer
Executive Officer-Clerk
of the Board of Supervisors
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